. INSTITUTE FOR Climate Change and Financial Disparity
** INNOVATION & Ay R vl R
o, GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT y Rayne Lyl ReEnney

" YA UNIVERSITY of WASHINGTON | TACOMA North Seattle Col |ege Figure 1: Global Trends of GDP and Air Pollution (PM2.5), 1990-2016

Faculty Adviser: Dr Alif Laila Tisha 4 5
About the Presentation: 5° |
When the GDP of almost all countries ggq 2
There i1s an intersection between climate change, financial disparity, and responsibility. go up, emissions also go up. There are %m -39
There 1s a notable correlation between increases in the GDP, increases in emissions, and >OMme fare examples of 3 Fountry with g, =
a growing GDP and lowering 83 92
Increases in financial disparity. emissions, but globally, the trend is
_ _ _ _ persistent. = =
Globally, climate disasters adversely affect the poorest in greater proportion than the S , T , , i ——
1990 1994 1998 2002 2006 2010 2014 2016
wealthy. This is true of financially disadvantaged individuals and of less developed GDP percapita ———— PM2.5

countries. The poorest are also proven to be the lowest contributing force to the climate I

crisis. Much of the financial distress experienced by the poor correlates with the

THESE 23 RICH NATIONS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR HALF OF ALL MANMADE CARBON EMISSIONS ON RECORD NRDPC
They represent just 12% of the global population.

environmental distress created by the financially well-off.

Percentage of Cumulative Global Carbon Emissions, measured from 1750-2020

Billionaires produce 1 million times more carbon than the average person, and the top

The US is the leading producer of
all these correlating problems.
Those with low socio-economic
status in most countries do not
contribute to emissions production,
but in the US, even those with low
incomes contribute to food waste.

1% of wealthiest individuals create 2 times more emissions than the poorest 50% of people

combined. — Oxfam International

Economic successes do not mean environmental ones, nor do they mean benefits for

everyday people. Globally, increases in the GDP also usually mean increases in emissions,

Increases in profits for the rich, and increases of the poor. Pollution, resource losses, and
environmental mismanagement in developing countries and amongst the most financially

destitute are directly related to their exploitation and their being ‘downriver’ from over-

Canada 1.98%

consumptive and over-productive countries and wealthy elite.

DONATED FOOD
Food waste, which is a leading contributor to emissions and water waste, Is offered as an ‘ $9.2B | 1.9%

example of where hope can be found, both as an environmental and financial solution, for .
GDP growth and emissions growth

even the disadvantaged. We produce enough food in the United States to feed the world if we also correlates with financial
disparity and consumption growth,
yet it is not healthy growth because
responsibility, we can help create a shift that will reinforce hope for bigger, more far- billions are based on waste, not
progress. This creates actionable
opportunities for change even
everyday people can make, which
could help them financially and help
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didn't waste half of it each year. By addressing some small measure of personal
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reaching changes in the systems producing systematic responsibility for the climate crisis.
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