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Whatis HSR?

Trains travelling over 125 mph

Competitive with driving and flying
between 100 & 500 miles

Cleaner than either

Prevalent in the rest of the world

Not a lot in the US

Countries with a high-speed rail network in commercial operation and underway

Note: Vast island territories in extreme latitudes are not considered for this map.
Source: compiled by authors based on International Union of Railways, 2023

Length of the high-speed network in commercial operation by country

China
Spain 3,917
Japan 3,147
France 2,735
Germany 1,631
Tirkiye 1,154
Finland 1,120
Italy 921
South Korea 874
Sweden 860
USA 738
Saudi Arabia 449
Austria 254
Poland 224
Belgium 209
Morocco 186
Switzerland 176
United Kingdom 113
The Netherlands 90
Serbia 78
Denmark 56
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Geographic Polarization

Political Polarization: Separation of
beliefs

Geographic Polarization:
Physical separation

Post-WW!II Suburbanization

Dems = Cities, Reps = Suburbs

Redlining, covenants, zoning

Democrats and Republicans more ideologically divided than in the past

Distribution of Democrats and Republicans on a 10-item scale of political values
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Geographic Polarization (cont.) =~

1968 Election

Party matters more
than location

Opposition to Urban
Investments

IMPROVING PUBLIC TRANSIT by party ID and urban/suburban/rural status

STRONGLY SUPPORT ISOMEWHAT SUPPORT STRONGLY OPPOSE

THE UNITED STATES WOULD BENEFIT FROM IMPROVED PUBLIC TRANSIT
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HSR under Obama and Trump

2008 California Prop 1A

S8 billion in the Stimulus Package

2010 Midterms

GOP govs refuse S in OH, WI, and FL

Trump cuts CA funding

Yes Share (%)
Prop. 1A

Obama Share (%)
2008 Pres. Election




Amtrak Joe and the Future Brightline
West

Bipartisan Infrastructure Law

LAS VEGAS

Billions for rail

Brightline, first private rail carrierin
decades
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