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Introduction
● What kinds of school inequalities exist in 

both the U.S. and Japan?

● How do Japan and the U.S. understand 

and envision DEI ideologies? 

● How does the understanding and 

interaction with DEI ideologies impact 

minoritized student's academic success 

and well-being? 



Outline
● Similar outcomes for minoritized students in both nations

● The differences in how Japan and the U.S approach DEI Ideologies 

and practices

● Review case study and results

● Recommendations

● Conclusions



Background

● Trends in inequality for minoritized 

students

○ Drop out rates

○ Limited access to equal resources

○ Experiences of bullying from peers

○ Teacher bias

○ Educational tracking

○ Lack of educator training

Miyazaki, T. (Accessed 2024). https://hafu2hafu.org/

https://hafu2hafu.org/


Stories of Discrimination and Systemic 
Oppression

● Poverty rates

● Limitations for higher education

● Barriers to top tier schools

● Limited employment opportunities

● Housing restrictions



Histories of Erasure and Assimilation

● Histories of erasure and assimilation
● U.S. society and policy has been defined by White Supremacy
● The Mono-cultural and Mono-ethnic Japanese society MYTH

○ Ainu (Indigenous tribe of the North)
○ Ryukyu (Indigenous people of Okinawa)
○ Ethnic Korean Japanese citizens 5% 
○ Ethnic Chinese Japanese citizens 5%
○ Ethnic Brazilian Japanese citizens
○ Other foreign citizens/residents 3.8%
○ Ethnically mixed (Hafu)

(Nagasawa, 2020)



General DEI Ideology 

● The U.S acknowledges educational gaps formed along lines of 

difference

○ This history and its acknowledgement shapes DEI ideology and 

efforts

● Japan does not 

○ Economic priorities

○ Diversity for global "zest" 

○ Narrow understandings of the need for equity and inclusion



DEI Literature & Frameworks
● Pedagogy: the method and practice of teaching



● Liberalism
○ Problematic 

misinterpretations and 

implementations

○ Lack of awareness and 

understanding

● Limited training opportunities 

and resources

● Not prioritized
Schott Foundation for Education grantee partner: The New York City Coalition for 
Educational Justice. (Accessed 2024). 
https://schottfoundation.org/the-latest/after-a-huge-curriculum-victory-the-fight-for-implementation-st
arts/

DEI Challenges

https://schottfoundation.org/the-latest/after-a-huge-curriculum-victory-the-fight-for-implementation-starts/
https://schottfoundation.org/the-latest/after-a-huge-curriculum-victory-the-fight-for-implementation-starts/


Tacoma Middle School Tokyo International School

Content Analysis Research





Recommendations 

Iyer, Ishwarya & Ramachandran, Sridhar. (2020). Critical Text Selection for the Elementary Classroom: A case for strategically using the classroom library to open new 
spaces for critical literacy engagements.. International Journal of Research in Education and Science. 396. 10.46328/ijres.v0i0.1030. 



Recommendations

● Transraciolinguistics
● The 3 Ms

○ Metaracial
○ Metalinguistic
○ Metacultural



Recommendations 

● Develop (further) 
initiatives for policy 
and professional 
development

● WA State CCDEI 



Recommendations 
● Open access resources for educators

○ Learning for Justice
○ Teaching for Change
○ WA State Professional standards 

education board CCDEI resources
■ NSRF Protocols

■ The Big List of Class Discussion 
Strategies



Conclusion

● Current DEI strategies and practices should be 
re-envisioned to address issues of inequality 
more radically

● Room for improvement in choices of literature 
that accompany curriculum



Faculty Advisor Overview & Implications

● Beyond The Politics of Representation 

● What’s Knowledge? 

● DEI in the current sociopolitical moment 
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