
Undocumented and
Empowered 

-  P r e s e n t e d  B y :  A s h l e y  L o w y -  

How different legal environments
in California and Arizona impact

the psychological outcomes of
undocumented indviduals

A d v i s o r :  D r .  R a c h e l  H e r s h b e r g



Contents:
 I n t r o d u c t i o n  1 .

 S t a t e  v s .  F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t s2 .

I l l e g a l  I m m i g r a t i o n  R e f o r m  a n d

I m m i g r a n t  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  A c t   

3 .

 A r i z o n a  S e n a t e  B i l l  1 0 7 04 .

 C a l i f o r n i a  P r o p o s t i o n  1 8 75 .

 C o n c l u s i o n  a n d  N e x t  S t e p s6 .



Introduction:



A System of Checks
and Balances: State

vs. Federal
Goverments 



S p l i t s  t h e  r u l i n g  p o w e r
b e t w e e n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e ,
j u d i c i a l ,  a n d  e x e c u t i v e
b r a n c h e s
C r e a t e s  a n d  m a i n t a i n s
p o l i c i e s  t h a t  a p p l y  t o  s t a t e
g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  a l l
i n d i v i d u a l s  r e s i d i n g  i n  t h e
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

A l l  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t s  h a v e
t h e  s a m e  m o d e l  o f
g o v e r n m e n t  a s  t h e  F e d e r a l
G o v e r n m e n t
 C r e a t e s  t h e i r  o w n  b i l l s  a n d
p o l i c i e s  t h a t  w h e n  p a s s e d
i n t o  l a w ,  a r e  f o l l o w e d  b y
i n d i v i d u a l s  r e s i d i n g  i n  t h a t
p a r t i c u l a r  s t a t e

F E D E R A L  G O V E R N M E N T  S T A T E  G O V E R M E N T S

(State and Local Government | The White House, n.d.)



Illegal Immigration
Reform and Immigrant

Responsibility Act
(IIRIRA)



Illegal Immigration Reform and
Immigrant Responsibility Act (IIRIRA)

E n a c t e d  i n  1 9 9 6   a s  a n  a t t e m p t  t o
c r a c k  d o w n  o n  i l l e g a l  i m m i g r a t i o n
t o  t h e  U . S .
P e n a l t i e s  f o r  c r i m e s  c o m m i t t e d  b y
u n d o c u m e n t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  w e r e
h a r s h e r
 I m p o s e d  a  n e w  r u l e  t h a t
i m m i g r a n t s  s e e k i n g  a s y l u m  m u s t
f i l e  t h e i r  p a p e r w o r k  n o  l a t e r  t h a n
o n e  y e a r  a f t e r  a r r i v i n g  i n  t h e  U . S

P O L I C Y  B R E A K D O W N :

All other countires Mexico

0

20000

40000

60000

80000

100000

120000

Deportations in 1996 Deportations in 1997

( T A B L E  3 9 .  A L I E N S  R E M O V E D  O R  R E T U R N E D :  F I S C A L  Y E A R S  1 8 9 2  T O  2 0 1 9  |  H O M E L A N D  S E C U R I T Y ,  2 0 1 9 )



Arizona Senate Bill       
1070 



“Show me your papers” Provision: 

L e g a l l y  g a v e  l a w
e n f o r c e m e n t  t h e
a u t h o r i t y  t o  a s k  t o
s e e  p r o o f  o f
c i t i z e n s h i p  f o r  a n y
i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o
l o o k e d  t o  h a v e
“ r e a s o n a b l e
s u s p i c i o n ”  o f  b e i n g
u n d o c u m e n t e d

 B I L L  B R E A K D O W N :  

(Arizona SB 1070, n.d.)



 Psychological Effects of SB 1070: 

A L T E R E D  I N T E R A C T I O N S
W I T H  L A W  E N F O R C E M E N T :   

 I N C R E A S E D  P S Y C H O L O G I C A L
D I S T R E S S  W I T H I N  F A M I L I E S :   

(Impacts of Immigration Actions and News and the
Psychological Distress of U.S. Latino Parents Raising

Adolescents - ScienceDirect, n.d.)
(Rubio-Hernandez &; Ayón, 2016)



California
Proposition  187 



Proposition 187: 

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  e x p l i c i t l y
d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  p o l i c i e s  e v e r
p a s s e d
R e s t r i c t e d  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s
f o r  u n d o c u m e n t e d
i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  r e q u i r e d
t h a t  p u b l i c  e m p l o y e e s
r e p o r t  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h e y
s u s p e c t e d  o f  b e i n g
u n d o c u m e n t e d

 B I L L  B R E A K D O W N :  

(Thurber, n.d.)



 Effects of Proposition
187: 

I M M E D I A T E  E F F E C T S :
D E C R E A S E D  U S E  O F  P U B L I C

F A C I L I T E S

L O N G - T E R M  E F F E C T S :  I N C R E A S E
I N  Y O U T H  A C T I V I S M  A N D

G O V E R N M E N T  T R A N S P A R A N C Y

 (Marx et al., 1996). ( D E A N G E L O  E T  A L . ,  2 0 1 6 )



Next Steps and  
Conclusions: 



 W e  n e e d  a  b e t t e r  a n d
m o r e  c o n c l u s i v e
i m m i g r a t i o n  p o l i c y .
F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t
n e e d s  t o  s t e p  u p  a n d
c r e a t e  a  b e t t e r / e a s i e r
p a t h w a y  t o  o b t a i n i n g
l e g a l  s t a t u s  

M O V I N G  F O R W A R D . . .

Conclusion:  



Thankyou


