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QUEER IN THE
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Resisting the Rise of LGBTQ Book Bans
and Attacks on Libraries
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Which stories have

been banned?

*Many of these categories overlap
Protagonists
of color

LGBTQ+ characters

and topics

Sexual or health
related content

Addressing race
or racism

Historical topics
or figures

Death, grief,
and suicide

Transgender
characters and topics 34

Relgious or 18

ethnic themes

Based on PEN America's Index of Book Bans, which documents decisions to ban books
in school libraries and classrooms in the United States from Ju|y 1, 2021 to March 31, 2022.

https://www.ala.org/bbooks/book-ban-data

PEN
AMERICA



https://www.ala.org/bbooks/book-ban-data

https://www.ala.org/bbooks/censorship-numbers

“A challenge is an attempt to remove or restrict access to materials or services based upon the
objections of a person or group.”

“A book is banned when it is entirely removed from a collection in response to a formal or
informal challenge.”

PEN
AMERICA

IS IN THE NATION’S PRISON SYSTEM
#BannedBooksWeek

PEN America, Reading Between the Bars. Report published October 2023
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Anti-trans bills under consideration and passed, 2027-2024


https://www.ala.org/bbooks/censorship-numbers
https://pen.org/report/reading-between-the-bars/

https://translegislation.com/

Washington State Landscape

‘Kent school librarian rallies against rising book censorship based on race, sexuality.” KOMO

News. July 12, 2023.

Titles Challenged by State, 2023

Office for Intellectual Freedom

Titles Challenged in Public Schools and Libraries During 2023
Attempts to censor books during this period: 938. Total titles challenged in those attempts: 9,021. Unique titles:

4,240.

A challenge may result in access being retained, restricted, or revoked at a school or public library.
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Washington
Attempts to restrict access to 13
books

Titles challenged in those 35
attempts

WA HB 2331 - effective 6/6/2024:

12
13
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16
17
18

(1) (a) Except as provided otherwise by this section, a school
district board of directors may not refuse to approve, or prohibit
the use of, any textbook, instructiocnal material, supplemental
instructional material, or other curriculum for student instruction
on the basis that it relates to or includes the study of the role and
contributions of any individual or group who is part of a protected
class as established in RCW 28A.642.010 and 28A.640.010.


https://translegislation.com/
https://komonews.com/news/local/kent-school-librarian-book-censorship-race-gender-sexuality-education-democracy-student-staff-cedar-heights-middle-school-lgbtq-community-aclu-washington-youth-policy-program-director-district-board-intellectual-freedom
https://komonews.com/news/local/kent-school-librarian-book-censorship-race-gender-sexuality-education-democracy-student-staff-cedar-heights-middle-school-lgbtq-community-aclu-washington-youth-policy-program-director-district-board-intellectual-freedom

On Library Workers

2018 Fopazi Ettarh

10 52 Comments
" VOCATIONAL AWE AND

LIBRARIANSHIP: THE LIES WE
TELL OURSELVES

In Brief

‘ ‘ Vocational awe describes the set of ideas, values, and assumptions
librarians have about themselves and the profession that result in
notions that libraries as institutions are inherently good, sacred notions,
and therefore beyond critique. | argue that the concept of vocational
awe directly correlates to problems within librarianship like burnout and
low salary. This article aims to describe the phenomenon and its effects
on library philosophies and practices so that they may be recognized
and deconstructed.

Read the full article here: h J/www.inthelibrarywiththel ipe.ora/2018/v ional-aw

¢ Tf you're a member of a marginalized group that’s
being targeted on top of also being a library worker
... it can be just absolutely crushing.??

—Mary Grahame Hunter, youth services coordinator at Ferndale (Mich.) Area District

Library

Read the article: Christina Sterbenz, “How We Fight Back: Library workers and advocates are

turning to new policies, lawsuits, and leqgislation to stem the tide of book bans.” American
Libraries. September 1, 2023



https://www.inthelibrarywiththeleadpipe.org/2018/vocational-awe/
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2023/09/01/how-we-fight-back/
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2023/09/01/how-we-fight-back/
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2023/09/01/how-we-fight-back/

Additional Resources on and for Resistance

Sarah Youngblood Gregory, “Who is Beating Back Book Bans?” YES!. March 18, 2024

https://www.ala.org/bbooks/bannedbooksweek/ideasandresources/activit

Libraries for the People Project
https:/Iwww.librariesforthepeople.org/

QDID YOU KNOW?  $13 Billion

U.S cities spend
NINE TIMES

MORE ON
POLICING
than on public
libraries.

. Total U.S. spending on
public libraries in 2019
. L L
. Total U.S. spending on $1 2 3 B | I I ion
policing in 2019
Source: "Public Library Budgets Are Being Slashed. Police Have More Cash Than Ever," Vice (January 2023)

ARE YOU A

#LIBRARYDEFENDER?



https://www.yesmagazine.org/social-justice/2024/03/18/florida-book-ban-lgbt
https://www.ala.org/bbooks/bannedbooksweek/ideasandresources/activity

S TEN WAYS
) ))YOU CAN HELP YOUR LOCAL

(C——_—_<PuUBLIC LIBRARY

VOTE IN YOUR LOCAL
ELECTIONS

Find out what elected body oversees your
library - is it a ity counil, a library
board, or some other group? Support,
wvote for, and advocate for elected officials
wiho will support public libraries.

SPEAK UP AT PUBLIC
MEETINGS

Once you know who the detision makers
ane, attend public meetings and make
pubdic comments on the record. Not sure
what your library needs? Get to know
your director and staff, and ask them.

REQUEST MATERIALS
YOU WANT TO SEE

Maost libraries accept - and indeed
wiebome! - patron requests for books or
other media, and will buy those materials
for the commaunity. If you want to see a
M‘MM?MOM

JOIN A LIBRARY
SUPPORT GROUP

Most libraries have a Friends of the
Library group or a foundation that helps
suppont the brary. Join other library
lewers to help volunteer, fundraise, and
get the word out to your neighbors!

SHOW UP TO PUBLIC
LIBRARY PROGRAMS
attend programs that library
i pttng on, and bing a fiend (o el
R U B Ay 2R OpLIos L IRE)
‘goals to maintain diverse programming.

DONATE TO SUPPORT
GROUPS OR EFFORTS
Public funding rarely meets all the needs
of alibrary - if you are able (o

monty, denate to suppert programs and
services that matter to you.

At the UWT Library:

SPREAD THE WORD
ABOUT LIBRARIES

Libraries work tirelessly to get the ward
out about programs and senvices - and
you can help! Tell your friends and
neighbors about what's happening at
your local ibrary and all it has to offer.

RUN FOR LOCAL
ELECTED OFFICE

Become a decision maker! Run for your
local [Bbrary board, town council, or ity
govemment to pass policies and budgets
that support and protect libraries.
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